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THE BOOM IN §
BABY SIGNS ¢x .,
Great for hearing babies- <#p "ﬁ‘

BUT what about deaf? v i
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Deaf cover sorv

The boom in baby signs: of proven
benefit to hearing babies . . . but
what about those who are deaf?
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It's difficult to pick up a magazine or newspaper

without encountering an article about the “Baby
Signs” phenomenon. Make no mistake, this is a very

“ ot trend in parenting. Local newspapers, TV stations,
and national magazines have been carrying cover-
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age about workshops and classes
being set up around the nation.
A browse thmugh the Amazon
Website reveals an abundance
of colorful multimedia kits for
parents, and board books with
full-color illustrations or photo-
graphs, meant to be shared with
babies, Parents who have pur-

mommies. The most fervent evan-
pelists of baby signing have been
parents who have enrolled in a
workshop or purchased a book
or the multimedia kit, signed to
their children, incorporated the
signs into their daily communica-
Hon—playtime, mealtimes, bath-
tme, excursions—experienced

“Al the same time as we encourage ASL use, we
avoid giving the message that parents MUST do so or
they are doing something wrong.” —Linda Acredole

chased these [or their children
have posted their uncensored
commentaries, networking with
prospective buyers.

The wvisibility of baby-sign-
ing programs received a boost
from Hollywood—for example,
the adorable twins Spencer and
Bradley Pickren, who plaved Lit-
tle Jack, the mischievous bambi-
no in Jay Roach's 2004 hit screw-
ball comedy, Meet the Fockers,
(The Pickren twins have since
appeared in the Sigmning Time
DVDs ) But the trend was already
on the upswing by the tirme Meet
the Fockers was released.

When celebrities do something
trendy in front of the videocams,
the public takes notice. But even
more important is the role plaved
by networking parents, especially
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the results, and are so delighted
that they have bought additional
kits for their friends, to be given
as gifts at showers, or immediate-
lv. They have also bought books
and reference guides for their
own parents, in-laws, and baby-
sitters, so that the grandparenis
and caretakers can sign too. Some
of the signers have become certi-
fied instructors, carrying forward
the message and benefits to other
families. Networking has played
a vital role here.

Parents can choose from a be-
Wildﬂf‘ir‘lg array of board books,
flashcards, dictionaries, guides,
handbooks, VDS, and multime-
dia packages. Some of the books
feature illustrations; others full-
color photos; still others a com-
bination of pholos and cartoons,
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Browsing through the customer
reviews in Amazon.com is an ed-
ucational experience; we see that
some parents buy the materials
for their deaf babies; others use
them with language-delayved and
autistic children. Some parents
ingist on teaching their babies
authentic ASL signs, shunning
made-up or nonstandard signs;
others don't consider the distine-
tion important. Some are using
the signs only as a temporary
bridge to speech; others want
their children to become bi-
lingual. Personal preference
plavs a major role. What one
parent considers dull and
baring, another parent is de-
lighted with. The ultimate
decisions are made
by the babies them-
selves. Several par-
ents have bought a
variety of books or
DVDs, and find that
the children prefer
one or the other, In
some cases, older
children enjoy the
DVDs and pick up
signs themselves.
Since children can
form signs (real,
simplified, or
spontanecusly
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created) well before they can
speak, signing enables children
and parents (and grandparents,
caretakers, and older siblings)
to communicate with each oth-
er. This is something that Deaf
parents and CODAs have long
known—but it wasn't exactly
common knowledge in the hear-
ing community.

The original “Baby Signs" pro-
gram was created by Linda
Acredolo, now Prolessor
Emeritus of Psychology




= at University of California,
< Davis; and Susan Good-

&:&w wyn Professor Emeritus
=eeeedsit of Peychology and Child

ﬁ Uevelupment at Cali-

fornia State Uni-

eammge, vErsity, Stan-

islaus.  Both

live in northern
California.

Learning the sign for “hat” (above

It all started with Acredolo’s
one-year-old daughter, Kate, who
spoke a few words bul spontane-
ously created a core vocabulary of
symbolic gestures—flmper, for ex-
ample. Acredolo had never seen
anything like this, and wondered
how unusual this might be—and
if Kate was unique. (With deaf
children, this Spontaneous gestur-
al creativity is known as "home
signs,” but Kate was hearing.)
After Susan Goodwyn arrived,
having just earned her Master's
i Language Development at
University of London, she and
Acredolo began a caretully orga-
nized longitudinal program (fol-
lowing up on the progress of a
particular group of children over
several years), going out nto
the community to document the
spontaneous gesturing of other
babies. In an interview with Ur-

ban Baby (crrea 2001) she noted:

We found that babies spontane-
ously used a few—sometimes up
to a dozen—aigns for parents to re-

spond to. Unfortunately, the parents
were 50 focused on the verbal word that
they didn't give the baby credit for what
he was doing. The habies that were do-
ing more of this, like Kate, were learning
o speak sooner.

and opposite). After we found this initial data, we
decided to make it really easy for Kate,

teaching her gestures like fapping our
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ami for birds, things that made sense
to us, Kate really got into it as she was
able to let us know what was on her
mind before she had wonds, then she
became so verbal that she

stopped using the signs.
Sowe decidod 1o ook inlo
how babies would devel-
op their communication
skills if we taught them
"Baby Signs” rather than
letting them just make
spontanecus baby signs
on their own, In each
found  of peseanh e
used ) experimental
families and 80 contol
families who didn't use
“Haby Signs,” and we fol-
lowed their progress over
gight years. Like Kate, the &
babies who were taught
Eigns  developod better
communication skills, As

for the research, we're sHll

working on the project to see

if we can use “Baby Signs” to wee what
babies remember, fo tap intd memory.

We're going to keep going

We asked Dr. Acredolo about
ASL  signs  oersus made-up
signs—an approach that the
Baby Signs program has been
criticized for allowing. She not-
ed that Dr. Goodwyn was setling
up a Baby Signs program in Thai-
land, and graciously replied:

4

We are fnding Toels and o of inbir-
national interest in signing with ba-
bies—which brings me 0 the question
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about AsL,

In the original version of our book,
Baby Signs, which appeared in 199,
wie didn't focus at all om ASL signs and
totally emphasized that parents cowld
use any sign they wanted. There wenp
two reasons: (1) We had no background
in Deal education or AS0L; {2) The ook
had prown out of our research which,
starting as early as 1962, had been mo-
tivated by pbserving babies making up
their pwn signs. Fur example, our maimn
research project (funded by the National
Institutes of Health back in 198%) pro-
duced data based on that premise,

Our approach changed in our revised
edition puldished in 2002 to our coment
position. We now reCoEnize the adyvan-
tages of uslng ASL signs, particalarky
a5 @ way to build a bridge w the Deal
community and, with a few ex ceptiones,
wi Lry o encourage panents ko use ASL
signis by forusing on them in our videos,
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kits, and classes. The few exceptions ane
anes where the ASL would likely be too
difficult for the baby. Even then, howev-
o1, we say that if the family is interested
in having the child eventually learn the
trisee ASL sign, they can help the child
switch 1o that sign down the line, just as
babies switch from baby words to more
adult words

At the same time as wie enconeags ASL
use, however, we avoid giving the mes.
sage that parents MUST do e or they
are doing something wrong. Wi say it's
up o the family o decide which signs
will work best, For examiple, they should
feel free o use made-up signs if that will
work best for them in the short period
their child will need them, Because we
know how beneficial it is for hearing ba-
bles to comemunicate with signe, we don’t
wartt to pat any obstacles in the path of
their parents. Now that the movement i
international, thia fesibility ia also prov-
ing ]'lr-'l'pf'nl beraomse, as o Temrae 515:15
used b:,-' Deaf commuribies differ o
country to country.

Many of our business competitors cril-
icize the Nexibility pact of our approach
as a way to enhance their own presence
in the marketplace, We've simply have
had to learn to Hve with this fact.

Acredolo and Goodwyn pub-
lished their first l"i'ndings in 1985,
documenting how other hear-
ing babies were creating sym-
bolic gestures, and studying how
babiey act.]ui.re l'a.nﬁuagu- Eate
wasn't unique after all—bul she
was a great teacher.

The benefits of the “Baby Signs"
programs have been well-publi-
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cized. Signing has been shown to
benefit babies’ emotional, social,
and language development, and
improve interactions with other
family members—older siblings
enjoy signing with the baby too.
Babies are delighted to be able to
share their feelings, desires, ques-
tions, and curiosity with others,
knowing that others understand
them. Their self-esteem and con-
fidence are increased; tantrums,
crving jags, and Ats of frustrabon
accordingly decrease.

Signing stimulates cognitive
development during what the ex-
perts agree is a crucial period for
language acquisition. It eniarices
spoken-language  development.
RBabieg are eager to learn more
words, and characteristically
learn to talk sooner. The parent-
child bond is strengthened, since
they can have real conversations,
Particularly appealing 15 the claim
that babies who learn signs show
an average 12-point lead in 1Q
scores over those who don't.

As their parents and grandpar-
ents testify, babies learn the signs
easily and are eager to use them,
delighted to communicate with
fﬂmg[w-_-ni and others who know
how to sign:

[Kail has been signing nomstop the
last couple days, even to stranpgers, Tace
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teally have & really cute story.

Kai and T were leaving the Fairfisld
Mall Thursday evening. but the en
trance ramp to .80 was backed up into
the mall area. Kai neadad to eat, 5o we
turned around and went to a Japanese
restavrant near the mall.

A few conples were nok happy bo see
haby strofl through the door

While the hosliss was takdng our or.
der, Kai sipmed “Aower” (Thee was a
potted plant in the cornes ) The hestess
said she was familiar with the
Bahy Signs program and began

signing with Kai.
It was s much fun for Kal b

commmumicate. He did “mose”
“hat™ and “fog" at Arest. Then,
a litthe pre-school girl came over
to ouar table with a toy horze. Kad's
hande went crazy up and dowin. Evary-
one was laughing when they nealized
that wags the sipn for hoese, By the time
we left, most of the patrons were talk-
ing aboul babies and signing, even the
grumpy bady. Wow. Everyone was wav-
ing goodbye to us, but Kai was signing
"eat® instead. Sure enough, there was a
cal stalue on a shelf al the back of the
PesbaL ran. E*.-'l-_'r_'_.-q.'-ru: hiad a E;m:l-d Inuﬂh
1 really love Baby Signal

%

.F'.nH:-J:l

Hi, 1 am a new Baby Signs Instructor. |
thonaght [ would share a cute stovy aboul
iy d:‘LlIE.lItEI; Ellz. She is 9 months old
and the only sign that she does with
any regulanty 5 “Daddy™ Yester
day at dinnier she was looking at
the last strard of Christmas lights

vl 10 come down, | showed her B
the different coloes and turned off ™

the lights and showed her the sign for
light. She did it rght away! Then she
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wonldn't stop,. We went to every room
andd ¢he found a lamp or light and made
the sign. Even this moming when she
wis having her bottle lounging in bed
with me, she was looking out the win-
dow sigming “light,” It tly was like
the ||_!.51'|E Eulbh wont an for her. .| know
this iz just the beginning||

Lindsi Archabald




{...] Mow when Chwen signs for drink,
1 give him a bottle of water and he is so
happy. He Iooks at you in the face and
glgns repeatedly and when vou give
him the bottle, he is so happy. It is so nice
to be able to give him what he wants. 1
can enly imagine what the futune holds.
Mow that I see how well he s deoing. 1
will baby sign much more often. This
15 no fluke for the HE-E'F:I:I.(‘E-, he does it to
his father and me S Elml}-'. It is VELry
clear and he LEs Froem F:JEH"-' o conbent
s0 quickly,

Thank yeu for advocating such inna-
yakive 'I'i‘1'i1‘|ki.|‘|E.

Exeited—

Mesva Pielras

Crear Dr. Acredolo:

Liz Cordon, our WONDERFUL Baby
Signs instructor, contacted me regarding
your search for a mom and baby gir who
has been signing before her 15t birthday.
MNorah is your girl! Morah began sign-
ing around 10 months with signs bor hat,
duck, fan and dofly.

My hushand and | read Baby Signs
(the first edition), while | was pregnant
with our daughter and were convinoed
of wiat 8 fabulous communication ool
and bonding opporlunity this was go-
ing to provide for us and our daughter.
We chased Liz throughout the Chicago
Morthwest Suburbs b0 take her class.
Norah was just a year when we began
the Sign, Say, and Play class and she took
aff from thers. She now has o repertoire
of around 30 signe. We LOVE it

| sing the praises of Baby Signs to ev-
ETVONE,

Recently my daughter was in the hos-
pital and the dodors and rnurses were
amazed at how MNorah would talk to
thern through sign langnapge about what
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shie saw in her book, what boy she wanbed
to heold, what animals were in the mural
on the wall, ete. In addition, my Mother
pevently staved with us and took care of
Morah tn her own during the day .
she is still bragging about how MNorah
could tell her what she needed through
baby slgns. My Mom didn't have to
stress about Norah's schedule, because
Morah was on top of it ., she told her
Grandma when it was time ta eat, sleep,
read a book {and which book), change
her diaper and more, We have seen the
same thing happen with Norab's day-
ram, whem she spends thne days a
week. We keep them abreast on Norah's
signs and they now have the Baby Signs
Quick Reference Guide posted in her
classmoom,

{I'm wonking ow thw: fo trein their baby
e toctaler classromn staff i Bely Signs.)

Naorah also livees ber Sign; Say, and
Play books, CTr anad the video. (Actually
the viden is the only thing that perked
heer up when she was 5o sick. It would
always make her giggle when Scooter
tebeel too walk his dog and she would
sign back. ] Thank you for these GREAT
tiwols.

Here s a rough run-down on the signs
shwe wses

Lal, drink {5he actually has her owm
fiar this, which is smacking her lips 1o-
gether), mare (uses it in play, with food,
everything), afl dore (usually resulting
in food on the Door), Jove {same as datiy),
aturs, light, sleep, hook {she LOVES books),
buabbles (kinda), bath, freg, waler, deeck,
toathhreesin, eird, cod, dog, fah (somebimes),
butterfly, fower, tree, hal, combilrush, dia-
per, g, Foerse, fan . .. and some others 1
arm just forgetting right now.

Thank you for the amazing work you
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do and helping to make communicating
with our daughter such an enlightencd
exXperience,

Sincerely,

Maggic Dabarme

To give you some background, | am
the wife of a CODA and a mother of
theee hearing children, | signed with all
of fiy children from birth. My children
are nw T years, B voars, ;Ln:l 3 yaars,
and T have seen the henefite of signing
with hwearing children, both to nsduce
frugiration amd inorease  commummica
tion, bul alen to build an understand
ing of the Deaf community, Although

after their toddlers become fluent
talkers. Some already have con-
nectioms to the Deaf communi-
ly—friends or acquaintances, All
of them have gained a positive at-
titade towards sign language.

If signing benefits jearing ba-
bies, isn't it reasonable to nder
that it benefits deaf babies just as
much, if not more? After all, these
baby-sign programs utilize many
ASL signs. ASL has been used by
deaf parents with both deaf and

It's time to add another acronym to the alphabet-soup
broth: SCOSA—signing (hearing) child of a signing

(hearing) adult.

we only see the children's grandparents
about twice a vear, it 15 wonderhil to see
the wayv they can communicats,

I [have the] experience of using only
ASL signs vs. including some of the
modificd signs from the Baby Signs Pro-
gram with my third child, (She hes now
switched over to all ASL signs.)

Bonita Broughton’

As the testimonials by parents
show (and these are a Hny sam-
pling}, both parents and children
enjoy learning and using the
signs. It's too soon to tell what the
political implications are, but a
number of the sign-learning par-
ents have expressed interest in
continuing their learning—even
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hearing children for generations,
and the advantages of early expo-
sure to signing have been studied
and wvalidated. There is a large,
and increasing, body of published
research on the topic including
longitudinal studies,

While media coverage about
the boom in baby signs 15 coming
at us thick as a blizzard, it's also
hard to pick up a newspaper or
magazine without seeing an ar-
ticle about the wonders and ben-
efits of cochlear implants for deaf
children—usually in the context
of the child’s receiving, and mak-
ing “miraculous” progress in, a
strictly oral / auditory education.
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According to the Food and Drug
Admimistrabon’s 2005 figures, ap-
proximately 15,000 deaf children
in the US5.A. have received co-
chlear implants, and the number
continues to rise. Infant-hearing
screening makes it possible to

y. L.

identify deaf newboims even be-
fore they leave the hospital. In
1990, the FDA approved cochlear
implants for children as voung
as two vears of age; the age of
implantation was subsequently
lowered to 18 months in 1998,
and 12 months in 2002, although
B-month-old babies have received
implants with special approval,

a2 wewn. dealthe cam

QOutside of the States, babies as
yvoung as 4 months old have re-
ceived i|‘n]:."].'.11'|l“:%,l and some 1600
children have bilateral implants.
The majority of these children are
from nonsigning families and are
entolled in oral programs.

Oral education, despite its long,
history of “dismal failure” (to
quote from the 1964 Babbidge Re-
port), has received a tremendous
boost from the upsurge in pediat-
ric cochlear implants. New oral

day programs have been set

of the children attending oral
schools have implants; some-
times a school’s entire student
population has them. Schools
for the deaf, including those
with a sipning tradition, have
st up preschool programs
for children with implants, in
which signing is not used at
all. Mainstreaming continues
unabated, True, a number of deaf
children with implants have been
enrolled in signing programs,
and make signing a parl of their
evervday lives, but they appear
to be in the minority.

Parents who have committed to
the oral faudstory approach, with
or without cochlear implants, are
instructed not to ign to their chil-
dren, or, if they have already be-
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up across the nation. Owver half,

gun, to discontinue it immaediate-
ly. Those choosing this approach
over a sign-affirmative one say
that they favor it because it fits in
better with their lifestyle—they
don't have to learn what they
consider a foreign language.

So while more hearing babies
are learning baby signs and ASL
as a second language, more deaf
babies are receiving implants and
starting Auditory-Verbal therapy,
which trains children to rely on
their residual hearing with the
implants, or with powerful hear-
ing aids—and signing is simply
irrelevant.

An example of oralist justifica-
tion, currently posted online:

Research has shown that [deaf]
children who do not use sign
lanpuage develop more anphis-
ticated e of their hearing and
spoaking . skills. —FALls pege,
HEAR in Drallas, Inc.

The oralist rationale—and
one that many deaf adults
consider  preposterous—
is that virtually all deaf
children, even those bormn pro-
[oundly deaf, can be taught
how to listen and speak, with
well-modulated voices, by uti-
lizing their residual hearing,
Signing, according to this view,
interferes with acquisition of spo-
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ken-language skills, and prevents
implantees for getting full use
of their implants. Oralists have
steadtastly maintained this po-
sition through the years and are
unlikely to abandon it despite
evidence to the contrary, that
signing hastens the acquisition of
speech and language skills.

What's the truth? ls there any
scientific evidence that signing
interferes with the acquisition of
speech skills? Marilyn Sass-Leh-
rer, Professor in Gallandet Uni-
versity’s Department of Educa-
tion, an expert in carly interven-
ton and education of deaf chil-
dren, has some comments:

1 want to commend vou for address-
ing this issue—it's mind-boggling that
those whio promote earty auditory aomess
to language have been able to “spin™ the

message that while signing
may be good for hearing
babies it"s detrimental for
those who are deaf
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Irgmically, much of the research that i
used to discourage parents from signing
can be wsed to support stgning,: For ex-
ample, the research that suggests there
12/ are erifical periodis) For nevrological
and linguistic developowent (thal you
cite]), has alse been wsed W support the
use of signing with deal and hard-of-
hearing babies. Signing with bables who
do not have full access to hearing is the
rmost efficient means of providing early
neurclogical and Uaguistic develop-
ment. Babies who have been identified
with a hearng lToss often spend their
earfiest monthes with no access to hear
ing while thisy wait for hearing evalua
tions to be lfl:1ll1|:'h"'|:'l':"‘| arul hearing aids
acquired, Bven in the best-case scenario
of early hearing-aid use, many babies
expertence  inconsistent  hearing-aid

language, and there is some mesearch
that suggests that signs (not onky fully
fluent models of ASL) provide an carly
boast to language development (spoken
or signeed), (5oe Yoshinaga-ltano, 2003
and Yoshinaga-Ttamde ancd Menn, 2006.)
Because signs are more salient for very
youyg children who are deal or hand-
ol-leariog han a language sl reguines
hearing, babies learn to recognize signg
as representing wonds and concepts,
There Is also research that indicates that
children are able to use signs well in ad-
vanice of spoken words to exprese their
needs and wants, This is true for both
hesariog and deaf children,

There are pesearchers who have shown
that children with deaf parents who use
sign language with their childreen, have
literacy skills that are on par with their

“ASL provides children with an understanding of
the world as well as a way to communicate their

understanding, "

—-Ma.r.i.l:..rn. Sass-Lehrer

wearing e, Factors such as illness,
equipment breakdown, poor fitting of
hearing aids and molds, limitations of
the hearing aid, poor acoustic environ-
ments, parents caregivers who are not
diligent about keeping the hearing aids
in and on, etc., means that many very
young [children] have limited access to
language through hearing aids. Given
these barriers — many people continue
to discourage the wse of visual means of
commumnication and seem 1o sugmest that
na language access is better than visoal
language acoess; I's really astounding!
Mo regearch indicates that early sign-
ing prevents the development of spokon
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hearing peers (Morford & Mayberry,
2000; Newport & Meier, 1985; Strong &
Prinz, 2000).

Stong & Prinz's research indicatos that
those individuals who are competent
users of ASL tend to also have stronger
English than those who are not strong
ASL users (regardless of their parents’
hearing status).

Beth Benedict and T just co-authored a
chapter for a book that will be published
any time now—Choices in Deafness
(3rd Edition} by Sue Schwartz. In this
chapter we wrote the following:

“Children who acquire ASE as their
first lamguage may aleo develop intal
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ligible spoken language. In fact, one
group of researchers found that early
language acquisition {in either ASL o
English) is the most important factor
predicting better spocch  [Yoshinoga
[barws & Sedey, 2000). In another study,
the same ressarch group found that chil-
dren with a strong language foundation
in American 5ign Language who did
not receive a cochlear implant untfl afte
their first hirthday (and some not untl
their esghteenth month of life) were able
to acijuire intellipible spoken language
aswell as strong English language skills.
After years of keaching deaf and hard of
hearing chifdren, Livingston (1997} ol
servied that children who used Ameri-
can Jign Language were in a better posi-
Hon bo learn bow o talk than children
whe did not use ASL. ASL provides
children with an understanding of the
wiorld as well as.a way to communicate
their understanding. This is [undamen-
tal to language learming whether signed
or spoken,

Deaf children whose parents
arc part of the oral/auditory/
cochlear-implant movement are
the leas! likely to benefit from the
trend in baby signs. As a resull of
their parents’ anti-sign bias, they
may suffer from delayed acguisi-
tion of language. And this is one
of the bitter ironies of the times
we live in,

Isthe trend inbaby signing good
for us? Yes. We want to see it con-
tinue, ASL is being spotlighted as
a language of immense subtlely
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and HAexibility. Its applications
are limitless, It can improve the
lives of those who use it. That it
has survived the unstinting ef-
forts of gencrations of oralists to
wipe it out, and is being enthu-
siastically employed o enhance
communications between babies
and parents—not just deal ones,
but hearing ones too—is another
irony—but a delicious one, Wl
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How do Deaf people feel about the

recent trend towards “baby signs’

F

encouraging hearing parents sign
with their hearing babies?

We think it's a good trend, and
we also think it's damned ironic.
Hearing researchers and teach-
ers like Linda Acredolo, Susan
Goodwyn, and Joseph Garcia are
simply recapitulating the collec-
tive wisdom of generations of
Deat parents, who signed to their
deaf and hearing babies from the
kart.

Acredola, Goodwyn, Garcia,
and an increasing roster of others
have taught a number of hearing
parents to use baby signs with
their hearing babies. These don't
necessarily have any resemblance
to ASL; they can be simple made-
up signs that are used consistent-
ly with and understood by the
baby: bottle, drper, Beirsty, hungry,
play, nay, fliceer, apple, etc.

Using a scientific approach,
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Acredolo rediscovered what Deaf
parents have always known—that
babies can sign cogently earlier
than they can articulate spoken
words. What are the advantages
of a hearing baby's learning how
to sign before s/ he can talk? They
are numerous. Babies are able o
clearly express their desires, their
fealings, and their needs ina way
the parents understand immedi

ately. This cuts down on frusira-
tion for the babies and the par-
ents alike. Communicating one’s
needs cearly forestalls temper
tantrums and “acting out.” Once
the baby is able to tell the parents
“T'mn thirsty™ or “I'm feeling lone-
lv.,” the parents can respond, the
baby gets what s/he needs, and
can move on to other develop-
ment-enhancing activities, such
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as interaction, learning, play, or
exploring the environment.

What is ironic about this is that
teaching signing to babies is be-
ing endorsed for hearing families
at & Hme when it is being sup-
pressed for families with deat
babies. Families who choose the
oralist approach for thewr deaf
babies, including, but not limited
to, Auditory-Verbal therapy, and
who decide to give their babies
cochlear implants, are still being
counseled by audiclogists, doe-
tors, dinicians, speech therapists,
and other parents, not {o sign
with their deaf children, or, if they
a1|ruad:-r do, to discontinue it al
the earliest opportunity, since (in
their view) signing only impedes
the acquisiion of speech. Their
priority is the child’s acquisition
uf spoken language, even Ehuugh
it means choosing the hardest
possible way.

So, in effect, society is discover-

" ing that it's beneficial for parents

bo sign o |'H..‘E|1'i1'lE babies, while
the audiological establishment
is telling parents of deat babies
that signing is to be avolded at all
costs, What a world!

What are our lI:-li'lil'lE'E- on the
topic? We know that teaching
babies to sign is beneficial and
should be encouraged. There is
a difference of opinion on the
merits of teaching true ASL or
employing invented signs. Some-
times the babies themselves pro-
pose signs, and the parents adopt
them. That's fine. But such made-
up signs aren’'t intelligible to
anyoene oufside the family. Some
parents prefer to leamn and use
authentic ASL signs, since thev
hawve (or anhcipate having} Deaf
friends and want their signing to
be consistent, or simply because
they want to establish a founda-
tion for language using real lan-
guage, Parents can choose from
programs that use real ASL and
those that accept made-up signs.
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hign-affirmative parents  have
seen for themselves how signing
benefits their children’s develop-
ment—the signs didn't impede
their children's acquisition of
speech, they enhanced it

When is a baby is readw to leamn
these signs? Acredolo tells par-
ents that when a baby can wave
“bye-bye,” around 6 to 7 months
of age, s/he's ready to acquire a
vocabulary of basic signs, As the
babies pick up speech, the signs
can be phased out. (But a few
children have retained the signs,
and we wonder if some of them

We’re delighted that researchers have
vindicated the wisdom of Deaf parents

who signed to all of their children,
hearing and deaf, from Lhe start.

may be predisposed to learning
ASL [ater in life!}

The results have been enthusi-
astically reported by the parents:
a new ease of communication,

was disallik com

the jov experienced h:,,-' parents af
knowing what their baby wants
without guessing, pointing, or
going through tme-consuming,
emotionally agonizing charades
and quiz sessions. Motably few-
er tantrums, or none at all, De-
creased emotional stress on the
baby who's trving to communi-
cate, and on the parent who's try-
ing to figure out what the baby’s
trying lo say.

This means huppit—:r babies and
a more sabistying, more stress-
tree family life. This, of course,
is what Deaf parents have expe-
rienced their
babies, but only re-
cently has the scien-
tific  establishmen
paid much attention
to non-speech-based,
ASL-based commu-

with

nication bebween parents and

children.
The implications for children

and parents are positive. Should
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become parents of deal children,
we're confident that they will put
their expertise to use. We suspect
that they would be unlikely to
choose the oral-auditory route,
since they've already seen the
benefits of signing for themselves.
The Auditory/Verbal approach
requires parents to commit o
a no-signing regimen, which is
something we very much doubt
that signing parents of hearing
babies would agree to.

We have already explained how
we feel about parents forbidding
their deat children to sign, or
discouraging them from sign-
ing in any way. We're delighted
that researchers have vindicated
the wisdom of Deaf parents who
signed o ol of their children,
hearing and deaf, from the start.
The signs they used, of course,
were ASL, and they were nol
phaszed out or dropped, bul were
continually augmenled. These
children (known as CODAs) typ-
ically became bilingual, fluent in
both ASL and Enghish. S5ome have
made professional careers out of
their mpnﬁiﬁ['.

Mest of the baby-signs multi-
media packages are produced by
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hearing teachers and marketed
by mainstream (hearing) com-
panies. A ftew of the baby-sign
multimedia packages and hooks
on the market are published by
Deaf-owned companies, and fea-
ture the work of Deaf authors and
illustrators.

As for the izsue of hearing peo-
ple profiting from these luemtive
videocourses: we respond  that
this is a Iree, democratic society,
and we believe in the open ex-
change of ideas and free enter-
priﬁe- Parents who wish ko pur
chase the videocourses are wel-
come to do so. They can choose
which one they like best. Those
who can't aord to, or prefer to
take a different tack, can borrow
them [rown friends, or the local
public library, or read the books,
take a community-college class
in basic slgning, or find a Deat
friend and learn the rudiments
of ﬂigning for free (or r|"n:.=a|}'.||}J |38 |-
is really not that difficult to learn
the basics and employ them with
children. A bit of education, prac-
tice, and a measure of self-confi-
dence are what one needs—and
a generous dash of patience and
lowe. The results are worth it. B
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